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Spring Festival: Chinese Cultural Experience for the World

In Australia, a famous chocolate manufacturer launched a special line of
piglet-shaped chocolate to usher in the Chinese Lunar New Year of the Pig. In
Argentina, a temple fair themed “Feliz Afd Nuevo Chino” has become localized as a
new jamboree. In Finland, people rejoiced over dragon and lion dances to celebrate the
Lunar New Year in sync with people in China.... In the last Spring Festival Holiday,
not only did China brim over with a strong festive flavor, but the rest of the world also
glowed with radiant Chinese cultural elements and exuded the atmosphere of the
Chinese New Year.

The Spring Festival culture is flourishing all over the world, bringing foreigners
exotic way of life and cultural fun. Having a bowl of Laba porridge on the eighth day
of the last or the twelfth Chinese lunar month, they have come to understand a saying
from a ballad: “The Spring Festival is around the corner soon after Laba.” Wearing red
outfits, they bestow auspicious blessings to others in return for good luck. Pottering
around a temple fair, they enjoy a jolly air of festivity. The going-global Spring
Festival culture has given a unique splash of color to the world. Engaging foreigners in
this celebration, it has also opened a window for them to observe and feel China. The
worldwide interest in and growing recognition of Chinese culture are attributable not
only to the need for communication between civilizations but also probably to their
economic ties and market stimuli. However, this rests fundamentally on China’s
enhanced comprehensive national strength and cultural influence.

Culture is not only a way of life but also a spiritual belief. An increasing number
of foreigners nowadays are fascinated by traditional Chinese customs and touched by
the values and spiritual pursuits effusing from Chinese culture. Many rituals and
ceremonial customs — such as pasting spring couplets onto door frames and

paper-cuts for window decoration, setting off firecrackers, enjoying reunion dinners,



staying up to drink alcohol, visiting kith and kin and presenting them with an
artistically written Chinese character “#&” (fg fortune) — embody the Chinese
people’s desire for a good life, adherence to family values, and pursuit of shared
reunion. Wherever they are and whatever language they speak, all these simple
emotions are common wishes in the innermost recesses of their hearts. For example, a
British young man, when writing a spring couplet for the first time, copied stroke by
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stroke the Chinese characters “==4> (xngf( happiness) and “%> (&, love) saved in
his cellphone. A Moroccan girl curious about Chinese calligraphy insisted on acquiring
a piece of calligraphic work for each of her family members. It is the provocation of
resonance among people around the world that enables China’s Spring Festival to
travel beyond mountains and oceans.

British philosopher Bertrand Russell once applauded, ... something of the ethical
qualities in which China is supreme, and which the modern world most desperately
needs.” The ideas, humanism, and moral norms embedded in quintessential traditional
Chinese culture have not only nourished the spiritual life of the Chinese people and
propped up the spiritual world of the whole nation but also have had a significant value
in addressing the common problems confronting humanity. Elemental Chinese culture
has constantly nurtured many ethical qualities. From the development concepts of “Tao
following the law of nature” and “heaven and man being united as one,” to the global
ideals of “all nations coexisting in harmony” and “seeking mutual trust and amity with
all nations,” and finally to the awareness that a community with a shared future should
“pull together in times of trouble” and “share weal and woe,” these ideas and values
have resonated with people around the world. In doing so, they are providing new
possibilities for solving the problems facing all mankind. These are the underlying
reasons for the growing popularity of the Spring Festival culture around the planet.

Of course, for Chinese culture to go global, it is necessary to disseminate both its
refined traditions and contemporary values, as well as to showcase the progress of
China and the colorful lives of the Chinese people today. During the most recent
Spring Festival, many events displaying new images of China were staged abroad,
leaving foreigners with deep impressions. For example, in Los Angeles, a gala entitled
“Happy Chinese New Year, Charming Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei” gave many locals a
close look at the coordinated development of the three places. In Switzerland, a Winter

Olympics-themed cultural exhibition called “Light-on 2022 acquainted many people



of this snow-capped wonderland with China’s great passion for ice-snow games and its
commitment to “involving 300 million people in winter sports”. The exports of
Chinese books, movies, TV programs, as well as various public welfare and voluntary
services, are all cultural complements to China’s Spring Festival. All these efforts have
made Chinese stories and culture more vivid, unfolding to the world a more prismatic
China with different dimensions.

“On New Year’s Eve, we bid a fond farewell to the Old and give a warm welcome
to the New.” Chinese culture, the accumulation of the most profound spiritual pursuit
of the Chinese nation, serves as rich nutrition for the nation to survive and thrive.
Riding on the momentum of exhibiting its Spring Festival globally to enliven more
merits of Chinese culture around the world, we can continue to enhance its appeal and
thus contribute more Chinese wisdom to solving the problems facing us as a human

society.



